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To  the  Editor  of  the  Evknino  Po.st 


Siii, —  I  aiii  iiistiiictod  by  the  lUi;  id  nf  Uomati  CHtholic  School  Commis- 
sioners of  this  city  to  request  the  pub  iciitioii  in  your  \y,\\n'x  of  the  followiiijj; 
resolution,  passed  unanimously  at  tliei  ■  first  imetinf;,  after  tlie  puMiiatioii  in 
your  columns  of  certain  strictures  upon  its  udmiuistration. 

A.    D.    DKCELIiKS, 

Hue.  C.  «,  C. 
MoNTHKAi,,  December  loth,  1879. 

At  u  meeting  of  the  Komau  C'litholic  School  Commissioners,  held  on  the 
9th  day  of  Decemljtir  instant,  Reverend  V.  Uousselot,  President  of  the  Com- 
mission, in  the  chair,  the  fullowinf<  resolution  was  |)laced  hefon^  the  Board 
and  unanimously  carried  : — 

"  Inasmuch  as  certain  unfounded  accusations  have  been  brought  against 
the  administration  of  the  Uoard  of  Honian  Catliolic  School  {'ommissioners,  by 
individuals  whose  motives  the  Cotnmission  is  not  now  called  upon  to  appre- 
ciate ; 

"  fnasmiich  as  these  accusations  were  embodied  under  twelve  ditt'eren 
heads  in  a  petition  presented  by  certain  clf,iy.en8,toirihe'City'Coiuicil  a  yeai  or 
KO  ago  ;  ,       • .         .';.'." 

■'  Imismuch  as  upon  -tho  pres(';nti'ition  of  this  petition  the  Hoard  of  Roman 
Catholic  School  Commissioners,  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  expressed 
to  the  public  generally  its  willingness  to  court  an  eni|uiry  from  the  only 
authority  to  which  it  is  responsible,  viz.  the  I  lepartment  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion  ; 

"  Inasmuch  as  such  otter  has  never  been  acted  upon  by  the  petitioners  to 
the  City  Council ;  and 

"  Inasmuch  as  similar  charges  have  recently  been  reiterated  in  one  of  the 
evening  newsi)apt;rs  of  this  city;  be  it 

"  Kesolved, — That  this  Moard  having  ever  been  willing  and  desirous  that 
those  interested  in  the  ui>right  and  judicious  aihninistration  of  its  trust 
should  have  every  opportunity  given  tliejn  to  formuliite  any  charges  of  mis- 
managemint  alleged  against  this  commission,  i)ulilicity  be  once  more  given  of 
its  willingness  and  desire  that  an  enqucte  into  its  administration  be  demanded 
by  those  who,  for  motives  of  public  or  i)rivate  interest,  are  prepared  to  sub- 
stantiate their  accusations." 


7'o  the  Editor  of  the  Kvenino  Pos'r : 

I  notice  witli  regret  that  in  your  edition  of  yesterday  you  persist  in  your 
accusations  against  the  f^cntlemeu  of  the  Roman  Catholic  School  Commission 
of  this  city,  supplemented  by  an  assertion  that,  as  matters  stand  at  present, 
the  "  onus  "  is  upon  us  to  establish  the  good  administration  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 


Thin  prttcnsion  is  stiliveisivf  of  the  most  elemontJir}'  iniiuiples  of  justice, 
wiiich  incsiiinu  every  mini  iuuoceiit  until  proved  Lcuiily.  You  pulilish 
a^iiinst  myself,  us  agiiiust  tiie  other  iiieuiliers  of  tlie  Oomuiishicui,  cliar^'es  of 
tJie  most  serious  nature,  of  wliich  I  feel  guiltless,  and  you  request  an  imqui'te. 

I  elieerfuliy  iicccpt  your  i)ioposul.  Let  respoiisil)le  men  cli'tiriy  formti- 
iiitu  tlieir  eiuir^es  before  tlie  Uovernment,  iiuil  (lenuiiid  un  investigation.  I 
assure  yoii  tluit  I  court  it  as  much  as  you  do. 

Before   closing,  allow   me    to  say  that   I   sinceiely  regret   thut,  before 

attnckiiig  us  pul'licly  us  you  have  done,  you  (li<l  not  obtain  from  us  exact 

information  ;  we  would  have  given  it,  and  you   would  liave   thus  avoided 

serious  error,  as  you   m.iy  judge  for  yourself  by   referring  to  the  answers 

U[>pended  to  this  letter,  and  you  would  not  have  written  articles,  as  a  Catholic 

and  a  man  of  honor,  you  must  now  regret. 

V.  llofHHKLoT,  Priest, 

President,  Catholic  School  Commissioners. 
December  I'Jth,  1879. 


1.  Editorial  of  November  1 2th,  1879: 


dy  SIX  meraiierrf — twd'clergymei 
laymen.     Three  only  are   named  by  the    Local  (Jovernment,  and   the   three 
others  are  elected  by  the  people's  represi  iitiitivus  in  the  City  Council. 

2.  Editorial  under  same  date  : 

"As  regards  the  former  ('the  Commercial  Academy  on  St.  Catherine 
"  street'),  wo  cannot  precisely  state,  but  may  put  it  down  at  tin;  princely 
"  sum  of  half  a  million  of  dollars." 

The  nine  large  school  buildings  erected  by  the  Commissioners  cost  in 
all  $318,000.  The  co.st  of  the  Plateau  Academy,  included  in  this  sum, 
amounts  to  $84,270,  comprising  the  Principal's  residence. 

3.  Editorial  November  19th,  1879  ; 

"Then  again,  after  a  diligent  search,  we  can  only  obtain  three  annual 
"  rei)orts  furnished  by  the  Commissioners,  during  their  reign  of  ten  years,  to 
"  the  City  Council." 

According  to  law,  tlio  annual  reports  since  1871,  have  been  regularly 
published  yearly,  in  French  and  luiglish  newsjiapers  in  this  city.  This  report 
of  all  the  recei[)ts  and  expenses  of  the  (Commission  has  been  reguliirly  sent 
every  twelvemonth  to  the  Mlnishu- of  Public  Instruction,  to  he  published  in 
the  Journal  of  Education.  Although  not  obligatory,  copies  of  these  reports 
have  been  transmitti'd  to  the  City  Council. 

4.  Editorial.  November  22nd,  1879 ; — 

"  A  school  in  Roy  street,  at  an  enormous  expense — a  school  entirely  un- 
"  necessary,  and  which  is  now  mostly  attended  by  the  children  of  St.  Jean 
"  JJaptisto  Village." 


TUvrr  iiin  ill  Roy  Ktiopt.  school,  uk  shown  hy  tho  IivkI  rotiirns,  :{ir.  pupils, 
only  i;{  of  which  immhii-  .in;  loHidoiits  I  -yoriil  tlio  city  limitH,  and  tho  latter 
pay  (loiilih^  fees.  i 

T).  Eiiil^.rial,  Novcinhor  ?'.>th,  IHTl). 

"Tho  Catliolic  School  (JoiniiiissionciH  coiii<l  not  p)l  iiIoiiK  with  the 
"  rniliioTi  of  inoiicy  or  Ko  tln^y  have  iroi-ivod  up  to  this,  not  to  mention  the 
"  thre(^  or  fotu'  liiindrod  tiionsand  didlars  (iiuiually  paid  l)y  tim  [uipils  in  fees.' 

Tiie  total  amonnt  of  fees  paid  for  tho  laht  fiscal  year,  hy  all  the  puidls  in 
every  school  or  academy  under  the  (JonuniHsion,  was  $ir),7.'t7.;tf;,  und  included 
in  tins  sum  arc  $7,408,01  jjaid  hy  students  who  attend  the  si;hoolH,  which, 
thoufi;h  under  the  control  of  tho  Comiuission  and  suhsidizcil  hy  it,  collect 
their  own  fees  for  their  maintenance-  The  (Joramission,  therefore,  only  n^- 
C(;ives  $H,;!2K.75 

6    Kditorial,  Novemhor  2'.»th,  1879  : 

"  Jiut,  nciverthcless,  tlu!  children  had  to  pay  larj^e  fees,  and  it  is  a  well 
"  known  fact  that  tlios*;  wlio  could  not  all'ord  to  pay  thtim  wereex<  Inded  from 
"the  schools." 

Sullict!  it  to  say  that  of  7,113  scholars  freqiieiitinf.;  (as  shown  hy  last 
year's  report)  all  the  s(-hools  under  the  control  of  the  Commission,  '2,'llVA  or  ;t2 
per  cent,  wmo  admitted  free  of  c:liarg.-,  and  received  their  (education  gratuit- 
ously. Tho  aveniKc  annual  fee  per  head  upon  the  number  who  pay  fees  at 
all,  viz  :    4,850  scholars,  is  only  $:i  22  per  annuifl. 

7.  Editorial,  Deccmher  iith,  187!) ; 

"  What  has  happened  the  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  dis- 
"  crcpancy  between  the  receipts  and  expenditures  as  shown  hy  their  meagre 
"  returns." 

A.  gratuitous  and  false  assertion.  The  iu;count8  have  heen  regularly 
audited  and  balanced  every  year.  No  discrepancy  whatever  between  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  exists  or  is  shown  by  the  returns. 


The  Evening  Post  having  refused  to  publish  the  following  letter,  it  was 
inserted  in  the  Montreal  Gazelle  and  Evt'tiing  Star. 

Montreal,  30th  December,  1879. 
To  Ike  Editor  Evknino  Post  : 

Sui, — I  had  trusted  in  sending  you  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  that 
you  would  either  have  accept(^d  my  explanations  or  taken  immediately  the 
step  you  had  yourself  suggested  of  demanding  an  inviistigation  by  (jovern- 
rncnt.  I  informed  you  of  our  desire,  cijual  to  your  own,  that  it  should  be 
granted,  and  expressed  even  our  happiness  at  your  obtaining  it,  and  yet  you 
have  taken  no  measures  in  that  direction,  but  continued  to  launch  against 
us  accusations  that  I  cannot  but  characterize  as  unworthy.  In  your  editorial 
of  the  15th  Inst..  i!i  the  adjoining  column  to  the  one  containing  my  letter  in 
the  same  issue,  you  have  cast  a  slur  upon  my  position  of  President  of  the 
Board  of  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  this  city  by  confirming  what  you 
liad  already  stated  in  allusion  to  me  in  your  article  of  the  12th. 

"  It  is  not  improbable  the  reverend  gentleman  was  placed  in  that  posi- 
tion in  order  that  an  air  of  respectability  might  be  thrown  over  the  proceed- 


0 

in;,'s,  for  it  is  (ilmortt  unncreHsary  to  say  that,  li«  knows  vf*ry  littloalmnt  tlm 
operation  of  tlie  jutivt!  nienilierH  of  tin;  CoinmiHsion — what  may  he  ti'inied 
tho  inner  ojrclo." 

Now,  sir,  this  assertion  on  your  part  is  in  itself  a  |)ersonal  acensalion 
against  niysnif  as  scrions  as  it  is  fjjratiiitoiis,  and  furthiirmore  in*  nlpat(!H  tins 
other  j;entlenien  of  tiit^  (.'oniniiKHi(»n.  It  anionnts  simply  to  chiirfxinf^  me  with 
having  acet'pted  and  oe<.npii;d  as  a  sineenre  a  position  of  pnltlie  trust  and 
responsihilily,  with  liavinjr  nej^leeted  my  duty  and  closed  my  eyes  to  the 
tidministratioM  o(  a  hoard  ovui'  whose  important  delilxTatioiis  I  have  the 
honor  to  presule.  It  eharges  also  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Commission 
with  having  deceived  and  hlinded  me  in  tliciir  op(;rat ions.  If  yon  shrink 
from  an  inijin'te  that  wonid  diselose  the  truth,  at  least  T  challenge  yon  to 
prove  these  accnsations. 

I  find  also  in  yonr  etlitoria!  of  the  Ifith  instant : 

"  'Die  ()i(vernment  Pdiie  Uooks  lor  187(1  and  1877  show,  for  monthly  fees, 
$334,880,  and  for  the  following  year  nearly  $400,000." 

Yon  must  know  that  the  statements  in  the  returns  you  refer  to,  and  the 
figures  they  eont.iin,  represent  the  monthly  revenui;  derivt^l  during  the  year 
from  all  the  (Jatholie  schools  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  comprising  the  fees 
received  from  all  those  (Jatholie  institutions,  such  as  tht;  Montrtial  (Jolloge, 
the  St.  M;iry's  College,  the  Olilats  and  Friar's  Schools,  the  various  convents 
and  academies  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Congregation,  the  Sacred  Heart,  Bon 
Pasteur,  St.  Laurent,  &(•.,  and  yet  you  would  render  us  responsible  for  all  this 
revenue!  How  can  the  (Commissioners  he  trailed  upon  to  answer  or  to  he 
aeeountalile  forf('(^srec(;ived  hy  institutions  over  which  they  exercise  no  con- 
trol whatever?     \  o\\  impose  ujion  thi;  good  faith  of  your  readers. 

Further  on  in  the  samt^  editorial  you  continue; :  "  (Sranted  that  the  school 
alonc!  costs  $84,000,  what  about  the  200,000  feet  of  land  surrounding  it,  the 
tilling  of  it  up,  the  marble  posts,  (he  grand  St.  Catherine  street  entrance  and 
otluir  expensive  el  ceterax,  which  must  be  taken  into  account  as  w(dl  as  the 
building  pure  and  simide." 

Yon  at  fiist  pretend(!d  that  the  Plateau  Academy  building  had  <ost 
$500,00(1.  It  IS  pleasing  to  see  you  rectify  your  error  :  $41  0,000  is  cerfcdnly 
not  a  trifling  discrepancy. 

As  to  the  hind  the  (Jommissioners  acqiured  it  at  an  average  of  38 J  cents 
a  loot,  but  this,  I  am  informed  by  the  accountant  and  those  who  have  fami- 
liarized themselves  with  details,  includes  grading,  tracing  of  avenues, 
filling  jilanting  of  trees  and  other  improvements.  This  land  is  far  more 
valuable  to-<lay.  A  portion  of  this  property  whiih  was  not  considered  neces- 
sary by  the  Hoard  was  disposed  of,  five  or  six  years  after  its  purchase,  at  tho 
rate  of  $1  a  foot.  'I'he  si)eculation,  a.s  I  view  it,  was  not  such  an  unfortunate 
one.  Yon  will,  moreovor,  learn  with  satisfaction  that  all  the  material  out  of 
which  are  erected  the  marble  posts  at  the  St.  Catherine  street  entrance  of  the 
Academy  was  the  generons  gift  of  an  ex-al<lerm<an  of  tins  city.  The  lamps 
and  other  "  e.xjiensive  et  ceteras  "  were  donations  from  practical  friends  of 
Catholic  institutions. 
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Furtlier  on  you  mny  : —  \    \ 

"  Tliiit  llic  f'umiiiiHKionfis  have  lejfi  tod  the  tctvh-rH  of  men  wlui  offttrtMl 
"  U)  ilo  Uio  work  iri|iiircil  Jit  a  clittiipui  yi.Xv  tliiiii  those  iU'cfpttd,  tiiid  would 
«  haviMloiui  it  utter  a  liottiir  fiisliion."  I  tuil  to  iindcrHtiiud  the  tuudcrs  you 
refer  to.  Ak  a  matter  of  faet,  wluMiever  an  iinportiiiit  nndertjiking  was  to  be 
commeiu  fd,  coul  piirctiafied,  &<•.,  tenders  we.-e  called  for  in  the  usual  way — 
and  ill  our  iioani  nieetinj^s,  it  is  to  our  personal  knowledj^e  that  wi'  iiivariahly 
Kive  tliB  contract  to  the  lowest  rcliahle  tenderer.  As  regards  the  Ht.  l!ri<l^et'rt 
Christian  Hrothers'  School,  yon  tind  imans  to  hiise  a  ihaiue  that  yon  <  an  cer- 
tainly not  support  or  Jnstify.  This  school  does  not  belong'  to  liie  Connnission^ 
it  is  parish  property,  over  which  we  can  exercise  absolutely  no  lontrol  what- 
ever. We  have  no  power  or  authority  to  eflect  any  chancre  in  the  construction 
of  the  building. 

The  (Jommissioners  give  the  IJrothers  wlio  teach  there  an  annual  subsidy 
of  $2,000.     In  what  then  does  our  guilt  consis^t  'I 

In  oiK^  f>f  your  coliims  yon,  moreover,  assert  that  the  primary  schof)]  on 
.the  riatean  was  built  by  the  Commissioners,  and  lor  obvious  reasons,  b;/  iltti/ 
labor,  i^ut,  my  dear  sir,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  \)t.  Nelson  erected 
this  huihiinji,  as  a  dwelling  house  for  hirns(;lf  and  liimily  The  CcuumisBiouers 
only  purchased  it  years  alter  its  construction. 

I  might  continue  my  quotations  from  yfiur  columns,  refuting  as  easily  all 
your  acicn.-'ations,  but  let  mi;  ask  you  before  I  dost;,  what  legitimate  motive 
liave  you,  a  Catholic  and  editor  of  the  only  Catholic  daily  published  in  this 
city  in  the  English  tongue,  in  waging  this  war  against  \w1  For  ray  part  1 
can  conceive  none. 

If  you  are  really  acting  in  good  faith,  I  urgt;  it  once  more,  request  an 
enqui'te.  Tf  we  are  found  guilty,  yon  will  then  be  right  in  publicly  denouncing 
us,  and  in  attacking  us  as  wcs  should  deserve.  I5ut  if  indeed  we  are  not  guilty 
of  all  these  charges  you  shower  upon  us,  why  resort  to  such  means  to  fanati- 
cise  the  public  mind  ?     Is  this  conduct  worthy  of  a  Catholic  Irishman? 

Believe  me,  sir,  it  is  with  regret  that  I  see  myself  forced  to  address  you 
tliis  lengthy  letter,  but  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  both  as  priest,  and  as  tin;  Cure 
of  Notre  Dame.  This,  however,  cannot  alter  my  lasting  afllection  for  my  Irish 
brethren  and  friends,  and  my  desire  to  be  of  every  service  to  them  in  my 
power. 

Your  humble  servant, 

V.   ROUSSELOT,  Priest, 

President  of  the  Catholic  School  Commission. 


Montreal,  January  2nd,  1880. 
Editor  EvENiNo  Post  : 

I  see  by  your  issue  of  to-day  that  you  decline  to  publish,  not  as  you 
assert,  "a  Statement  ot  the  Commissioners  "  but  mi/  own  letter  sent  you  on  tlie 
30tb  ult.  Tins  refusal,  I  regret  to  say,  is  in  keeping  with  the  course  you  have 


fiillowod  in  your  iitt^u  kn  iipnn  tlio  (V>rnmiRHion<>r8,  Ah  h  jniiriiiilJKt,  nml  I  nmr 
Ko  fiirtlior,  iiK  a  Catholics,  you  wfic  boiiml  in  t'i|uity  )in<l  by  your  own  ron- 
Hcionco  to  Kive  to  my  refutation  tlio  Hnint;  pnblii^ity  tliiit  liiiil  cliaractori/.t-d 
yonr  cliarKCK  ajjainHt  llic  Itoard.  You  luiv(;  ili'cmcMl  it  *•///?. /iVwMo  act  otliir 
wiHit,  and  I  liavi.'  now  no  otlit^r  couiho  left  nu>  Imt  t<>  aitpcal  to  tlu;  colnninH  of 
anotiicr  Journal  in  oi'diM  tiiat  your  roadiirH  may  Ik;  disaliu.HiMl  bh  regards  our 
rcH|K!('tiv«i  ponitionH. 

'J'lin  henrer  is  inHtrncted  to  r('(|U(!Rt  the  niturn  of  my  manUHfript. 

V.   ROUSSKI.OT,  I'rieRt. 


To  the  MJitor  o/ Tiik,  (Ja/.k-ptp;  : 

Hiu, —  Will  you  kindly  insert  tlio  ("nfloscd  letter,  whicli  J  ori^jinally  sent 
to  tlic  I'ost  lor  puMication.  'I'lu!  editorn  oflliat  papi-r  liaviuf^,  liowever,  tlioiiglit 
proju'r  to  Kiipj)roHH  au  important  part  of  it,  I  liavi^  only  now  to  re()UeHt  that 
you  kindly  give  it  space  in  your  hosiiitiiliU^  columns. 

V.   UoL'SSKi.oT,  I'rie.st  S.  S., 

I'renidtnil. 
Mimtroal,  irstli  Fdirunry,  1882. 


To  tfii:  Editor  of  Tiik  1'ost  : 

Silt, —  In  your  letter  of  tho  lotli  instant  you  aet  use  th«  Roman  C'atlioHo, 
S<'hool  ('onnniHsioiiers  of  (anvassing  Mr.  Donovan's  election  to  the  Council 
and  of  using  for  (hut  jtiirpose  tin;  (unds  di'rived  from  tlu-  scliool  taxes. 

'J'lu;  (.'omiuissiouers  having  noticed  tin!  article,  indignantly  protest 
against  tliese  false  and  calumnious  aceusations,  in  keeping  v>ilh  those  that  tho 
rout  neAvspapc^r  has  already  ('ireulated  against  tlu^m. 

(Signed), 


V.  ROUSSELOT,  P.  S.  S., 

J'resident 


Montreal,  11th  February,  1882. 
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THE  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL   COMMISSION KRS.    . 
Wi-  find  thi'  following  letter  in  ytHtt-nliiy's  Mimrve  :— 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Mtneivc  : 

Sin, — In  NovimluT  iind  DtMcnilxT,  I87'.i,  tlio  Post  niiulc  tlic  most  hltIoUiI 
f'lmrnoH  iiKHi'ii^t  tli<^  Catliolir  Si  iiool  ( 'omminHioniTs  of  Moutnal.  Two  lutters 
from  the  Chiiiinmn  of  tin-  |{<nii(l  wcm  Hiitticiiint  to  prove  tlic  utter  groiindlesa- 
aesB  of  these  uccUHiitions,  accusjitionH  unworthy  ot  a  nmn  of  honor. 

Piiice  waH  soon  restonul,  It  was  llioiij^ht  it  would  last.  Wo  were- 
however,  mistaken. 

Since  ;i  few  moiitlis  tlie  /'oH  ha«  recommenced  itw  attackw,  wliich  are 
aw  devoid  of  fairness  us  ever,  and  what  is  more  painful  to  us,  a  French 
Catholic  newsj)aper  has  thou;;ht  proper  to  follow  suit  und  trump  up  charges 
which  have  just  as  littlc>  foundation  in  fact. 

We  shall  now  enumerate  and  answer  a  few  of  the  must  h.  i  ous.  We  are 
reproached  with  not  placing  Brothers  in  all  our  schools. 

The  reveri^nd  Ihothers  must  admit  having  declan  i  <n  sovi-iil  orcR' ion* 
that  tliev  iiad  not  a  single  uiieinploy>  '  Brother.  Tliis  declara*^ion  '^as  quite 
recently  r«it'i;ited  t>  several  ciir^n,  who  desired  to  place  nnflci  their  control 
certain  edticaiioiial  estiililishnieuts  ;  th' _,'  even  stated  that  her  could,  if  they 
I    i'  them,  employ  (jne  hundred  mon?  Brotheis. 

If  the  Cathfdic  School  Commissioners  are  now  asking  for  an  increase  of 
taxation,  tlu^  are  compelled  to  do  so,  chiefly  for  the  piirpo:je  (if  maintfiiniiig 
new  Schools  lately  taken  under  their  control,  in  the  i>iiiishes  of  St.  Joseph,  8t 
Ann's,  &c.,  schools  managed  ext'lusively  by  Brothers  ■■ml  Nuns. 

The  clinrge  of  feeling  nothing  but  contempt  for  the  Friars  is  an  atrocious 
calumny,  which  we  consider  beneath  our  notice.  The  religious  oi\!  is  are 
entitled  to  and  (an  rely  on  our  sympathy  and  a.-.sistance. 

If  the  Brothers  are  not  so  well  remunerated  as  the  lay  teachers,  it  is 
because,  having  made  vows  of  povertv,  they  are  satisfied  with  much  less. 
Everyone  understands  that  a  Brother  does  not  need  so  hit-h  a  salary  as  a  lay 
teacher,  who  as  a  f.imily  ta  supi)ort,  and  who,  if  he  bt  not  allowed  what  i?,  fair 
and  necessary,  will  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  profession,  and  we  would 
then  have  no  one  for  our  schools. 

The  editorial  of  Le  Monde  of  the  first  of  April  states  that  but  4,702 
children  protit  by  the  school-tax,  and  that  the  poor  derive  no  benefit  what- 
soever therefrom.  Our  school  reports  tor  1880-81  prove,  1st, — That  more  than 
7,000  children  attended  our  schools  during  that  same  year.  Next  year,  this 
number  will  he  increased  by  more  than  two  thou.sand,  on  account  of  the  new 
schools  that  we  have  just  taken  under  our  control.  2nd — That  nearly  twenty- 
five  per  cent  ot  the  pupils  were  admitted  free,  (24.78).  3rd — That  nearly  as 
many  others  were  admitted  at  reduced  rates,  .ind  4th — That  finally  (juite  a 
number  of  those  who  had  promised  to  pay  have  not  done  so. 
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But  without  losing  any  more  time  in  refuting  those  charges,  we  will  say 
a  few  words  in  Hcfente  of  the  policy  wb^h  actuated  the  C!ommissioners,  when 
founding  tiie  Plateau  Academy,  the  Polytechnic  and  other  schools. 

Twelve  years  ago  the  Catholics  of  Montreal  had  not  a  single  commercial 
school  worthy  of  the  name  nor  any  school  capahle  of  preparing  young  men 
for  the  courses  of  lan<l  surveying,  civil  and  mining  engineering,  &c.  The 
young  (French  and  Irish)  Catholics  desirous  of  (lualifying  for  these  professions 
were  obliged  to  attend  schools  of  a  different  creed.  We  now  ask  the  public 
in  all  fairness,  if  tiiis  was  not,  for  a  city  like  Montreal,  a  want  as  deplorable  as 
it  was  humiliating. 

The  Commissioners  thought  tiiat  the  establishing  of  those  two  institutions 
on  a  footing  which  would  leave  no  pretext  for  frequenting  other  schools,  was 
not  only  a  necessary  work,  but  one  for  which  they  deserved  the  gratitude  of 
their  fellow-citizens.      Were  they  wrong? 

But  why,  it  is  added,  build  those  other  fine  schools  at  Point  St.  Charles,  on 
Guy,  P'uUum,  PlesHis  streets?    Why  not  put  up  cheaper  buildings? 

We  acknowledge  that  were  we  commencing  again,  we  would  be  satisfied 
with  humbler  and  less  expensive  school  houses.  But  from  1870  to  1875,  Mon- 
treal enjoyed  an  era  of  prosperity  which  seemed  to  presage  a  brilliant  future. 
The  city  was  growing,  and  with  it  the  value  o^  property.  The  Sciiool  Commis- 
sioners, like  all  other  citizens,  not  only  hoped  that  their  revenue  would  not 
decrease,  but  that  it  would  increase  from  year  to  year,  and  that  they  would  tecl 
no  difficulty  in  meeting  their  obligations. 

On  the  other  hantl,  they  knew  and  appieciiiled  iliat  principle  of  the  Gospel 
a  principle  dear  even  tt)  Pagan  philosophers,  that  the  greatest  respect  is  due 
to  the  child,  tliat  the  laborer's  child  as  well  as  the  cliild  of  the  rich  deserves 
all  attention,  that  it  is  well  to  develop  in  it  a  taste  for  the  good  and  beautiful, 
and  to  show  the  value  of  education. 

Actuated  by  these  sentiments  and  by  national  pride,  the  commissioners 
considered  it  but  riglit  that,  since  the  Corporation  were  erecting  fintt  buddings 
for  the  policemen  and  firemen  (who,  we  are  glad  to  acknowledge,  are  worthy 
of  them.)  it  was  only  proper  and  fair  to  give  equally  line  buildings  to  the 
children  of  the  city. 

After  taking  everything  into  corsideration  they  determined  to  erect  those 
schools,  which  are  now  a  credit  to  the  city  of  Monti  eal  and  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation. 

But  in  1877  happened  the  commerc:ial  <  risis  which  ruined  so  many.  Alas  ! 
Who  can  forget  it?  Where  are  the  citizens  whose  calculations  were  "(7t  upset, 
whose  undertakings  were  not  affected  by  it,  and  in  a  word  where  are  tliose  who 
came  out  of  the  fire  unscathed? 

The  commission  was  not  an  exception,  it  suffered,  its  revenue  wa^i  dimni" 
ished  by  more  than  $:iO,(iOO. 

'I'liis  will  be  easily  luiderstood  :  In  1875  the  value  of  the  rial  estate  of 
the  city,  upon  which   the  school  tux  is  levied,  was  estimated   at  $79,258,565  ; 
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1111880,  at  $64,514,401,  a  decrease   of  $14,744,164.     These  figures  were  fur- 
nished us  by  the  City  Treasurer.  '  \     . 

This  is  why  tlie  Catholic  as  well  as  the  Protestant  School  Commissioners 
have  for  the  last  few  years  been  imable  to  uiaktt  both  ends  meet,  notwith- 
.standing  a  reduction  of  10  per  tent,  taken  oil  the  salaries  of  all  their 
employes.  This  is  also  why  they  aie  compelled  to  apply  to  the  Legislature. 
If  the  Government  does  not  assist  and  grant  tliem  for  ten  years  the  increase 
disked  for,  they  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  continue  the  work  of  educa- 
tion. 

In  conclusion,  we  leave  the  facts,  which  ar-;  simply  the  naked  truth,  to 
the  appreciation  of  the  public. 

But  we  ask  tliose  persons  who  attack  us  in  Le  Monde  and  the  Post  to  do 
80  openly  ;  let  them  sign  tlieir  articles,  and  if  they  be  responsible  and  honest, 
»et  them  ask  the  Government  for  an  investigation.  Tlie  public  will  then  be 
in  a  po,siti()n  to  judge  us.  If  we  are  guilty  we  shall  accept  the  condemnation 
•without  a  miumur. 

V.  RoussEi.oT,  Priest, 
President  Catholic  School  Ct)mmissioner8  of  Montreal. 
Montreal,  24th  April,  1882. 

25th  A'ril,  1882. 

P.  S.  —  As  we  were  finishing  this  letter  yesterday  evening  the  City 
Council  held  a  meeting  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  Itj  to  10  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  recommending  an  increase  of  the  school  tax.  W(^  cannot 
accept  the  action  of  tlie  Council  as  a  final  decision  <jt  the  nuestion.  If  funds 
are  necessary  for  the  education  of  the  city  children  we  cannot  admit  the  right 
of  the  Council  to  refuse  them,  thus  depriving  thousands  of  children  of  educa- 
tion and  condemning  them  to  a  life  on  the  streets.  This  would  be  more  than 
a  disgrace  ;  it  would  be  a  calamity  for  the  city. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  of  all  the  cities  in  America  Montreal  is  the 
one  that  pays  the  smallest  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  J.  Grenicr,  one  of  the  worthy  Catholic  Cdmraissiouers,  seeing  that, 
notwithstiinding  all  his  eliorts,  his  motion  was  rejected,  has  tendered  his 
resignation  as  Commissioner.  We  hope  that  the  Corporation  shall  not  see  fit 
to  accept  it.  V.  R. 
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These  letters,  signed  by  Mr.  Rousselot,  have  been  written  in  the  name 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  of  which  he  is  the 
President,  and  with  their  unanimous  approbation. 

But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  even  since  the  publication  of  the  last  letter, 
Le  Monde  persists  in  accusing  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  refusing  to  pub- 
lish the  annual  rejjort  of  their  financial  administration,  the  said  Board  now 
asks  the  editors  of  this  paper  how,  in  good  faitn,  they  can  make  such  an 
accusation,  when  they  are  well  aware  of  the  following  facts : — 

1.  That  this  printed  statement  for  1880-81  was  laid  on  the  desk  ol 
every  Alderman  in  the  City  Council,  on  the  23rd  Januaiy  last. 

2.  That  three  newspapers  of  this  city  published  it,  two  of  them  on  the 
25th  and  the  other  on  the  26th  January. 

These  papers,  in  publishing  t\w  same,  made  the  following  remarks  : — 

Star,  25th  Januari/,  1882. — "  Tlie  annual  financial  statement  of  the  Roman 
"  Catholic  iSchool  Commissioners  has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Clerk 
"  for  presentation  to  Council.     The  following  are  the  principal  figures,"  &c. 

Post,  25th  January,  1882. — •'  The  annual  financial  statement  of  the  Roman 
"  Catholic  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  scholastic  year  ending 
"June,  1881,  was  presented  to  the  City  Council  on  Monday  afternoon,  from 
"  which  we  take  the  following  figures,"  &c. 

Gazette,  26th  Januari/,  1882.— "The  following  statement  of  the  receipts 
"  and  expenditure  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Board  of  School  Commissioners  will 
"  be  laid  before  the  City  Council  at  its  next  meeting." 

3.  That  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  has  no  objection  to  have  it 
printed  again  in  full,  and  to  place  it  before  the  public,  as  shown  below. 

4.  Finally,  that  if  this  report  was  not  published  in  the  columns  of  Le 
Monde,  it  is  because  that  paper  preferred  not  to  publish  it. 

A  fact  that  shows  that  the  editor  of  Le  Monde  has  seen  these  financial 
statements  is,  that  he  has  taken  from  them  the  figures  which  he  gives  in  his 
articles. 
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I  hereby  certify  tliiit  [  liave  nxarninocl  tho  hooks  kept  by  the  Komaii 
Catholic  School  C'ommissioiiuis  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  find  I  dodaro  thut 
all  the  entries  conUinod  in  the  foregoing  fitiiinciai  report  are  taiieu  from 
the  said  boolts  (which  bookK  I  have  eonipated  together  and  found  correct.) 

I  have  also  carefully  compared  and  examined  in  detail  all  the  said  entries 
of  moneys  paid,  with  the  vouchers  in  support  thereof,  and  I  have  found 
the  whole  correct. 


MoNTiUJAi,  31  at  October,  1881. 


ED.  FOUllNIER, 

AtciUtor. 


